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Structure

ÅAvoiding 1.5oC or 2oC rise in global 

temperatures

ÅUK public concern with climate change

ÅThe benefits of climate action for the UK

ÅHealth, economy, security and inequality

ÅQ&A



Moments of change

ÅHabit discontinuity hypothesis 

(Verplanken et al. 2008)

ÅLongevity of change

ÅBehaviour change leading to 

attitudinal change

ÅFuture leaders

1.5oC versus 2.0oC
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Rapid decarbonisation to avoid 1.5oC

2200 ±320 GtCO2

EMITTED

until 2017 by human 

activities

REMAINING

420-580 

GtCO2 steeply

to 

zero

Source: IPCC Special Report on Global Warming of 1.5ÁC 



UK carbon emissions since 1858

Source: Housefather, Carbon Brief





Vision

ÅNeed for a positive vision of the future

ÅThe multiple benefits of climate action can 

resonate with other priorities ïclean air, warm 

homes, reduced NHS costs, reduced inequality, 

economic growth, etc



Co-benefits video here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7qR-ZgJ5oww



Co-benefits of climate action

ÅHealth and the NHS

ÅThe economy and unemployment

ÅImmigration and security

ÅInequality and housing



Health impacts of air pollution

Å40,000 deaths/year in UK from particulate matter 

(PM) and nitrous oxides (NOx) ïRoyal College of 

Physicians

ï70% of these deaths in London due to transport 

(World Health Organisation)

ÅElla Kissi-Debrahï9 year old girl died of 

unlawfully high levels of air pollution

ïlived 25m from the South Circular Road



Health impacts of air pollution

Schraufnagel, Dean E. et al. (2019) Air Pollution and 
Noncommunicable Diseases. CHEST.


